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The Crogsette

News from the school that for over 130 years Aas Geen educating the youth of Central Virginia

change. For Holy Cross the op-

sense of history, and a sense of : y L
erational budget is just a shade

Thoughts from

the Interim Head of School adoration for those who guided the &- -
. & ’ school whether it was for a year or | below two million dollars. Tui-
Bill Coursey for years. From my Interim Head | tion pays only 76% of the actual

costs. That equates to about
$1,400,000. Other fees, like ath-
letic fees, make up about
$385,000. The last form of sup-
port comes from tax-free gifts to

position, I see the future as rich yet
demanding, holding to the Catholic
view and experiences

that are tailored legacy events. To
see and hear our priests enriching

Today I found myself re-reading the
school’s mission statement as if |
were searching for a twinkling gem
of logic that would make my task

easier. To be truthful, our mission
is very similar to others, something
one would expect from other Catholic

our day brings to mind that Holy
Cross is wonderful school with
much diversity.

the school. A quick summary of
the resources cites that an addi-
tional $200,000 per year is

schools. Cited is our responsibility to
create and sustain a “challenging
learning environment grounded in
Christian values.” This environment
“will empower our students to en-
gage in a life of service, challenging
them to become leaders, and encour-
aging them to share the message of
God.”

needed in order to fully fund the
We are a school in a change mode. | School’s operation.

There is an easier way to pay for
all of the educational needs our
teachers require as employees of
the school... raise tuition. For
example, in Central Virginia we
have annual tuitions that range
from $5000 to $17,500. Holy
Cross is in the lower 25%. To
assist parents who make sacri-
fices in their life style in order
that their children experience
Holy Cross, the school assists
families through financial aid
and scholarships. Ultimately,
the administration works to pro-
vide financial aid to families
through the use of FACTS, a
service that helps to determine
an amount that families should
be able to pay for tuition. An-
other way we can stretch our
revenue is to realize that when
we donate tax-free dollars to the
school, we are keeping the tui-
tion lower.

The ingredients of change in the
main have been identified by vari-
ous groups and are either addressed
or on a wait-list. The Rapid Action
Committee (RAC) has established a
5019(3) Foundation supportive and
under the aegis of the school. The
current capital campaign, Cam-
paign 130, is the capital fund voice
that has committed to raising
$1,000,000 over the next two
years. With monies donated to
Campaign 130, the school has been
able to replace older computers,
buy “Smart boards,” proper desks
for both students and teachers,
RAC has also been responsible for
changes to the campus areas with
new signage, new entry way, paint-
ing through out the building, etc.
The Rapid Action Committee is in
tune with all of the physical needs
of the school, and they are anxious
to take on major projects so that the
school is contemporary in every
sense.

As educators, we interpret the mis-
sion statement to serve as the well-
spring we return to for clearer under-
standing. In orientation sessions for
new teachers, parents, and

Trustees, we take the time to discuss
how we share and interpret the mis-
sion.

Ultimately, we must all be in sync as
we create the future school. As the
Interim

Head of School, my responsibility is
to lead a process that will “modify
what has been into what can be.”

As a Catholic school, yet ecumenical
in its views, Holy Cross School has
been shaped by events and program-
matic experiences that range over a
period of 130 years. Within the
School there is a sense of order, a

Cont. next page
Holding tuition at its lowest
amount allows more families to

The cost of educating a child de-
enroll their children. In the up-

mands more than just pocket




Cont. from page 1

Student Affairs

coming year, after many spread-
sheets our goal is that the Board
will establish a tuition for 2009-
10 that will be a slight reduction
in high school tuition, and no
more than about $50 dollars per
month in all other grades. Placed
in a steady light, this increase is
no more than a Jr. Whopper per
day.

The key to the growth of the
school is a healthy and robust
enrollment. As an advocate for
the school, I encourage each
family to sing the praises of the
school, guide interested students
to tour the school, request to be
placed on the prospective mailing
list, and to visit the school when
it is in session

HCRS is more than an acronym.
It is the product of 130 years of
educating students, of
understanding as a youngster the
way of Catholicism, and of
change as the school modifies its
course to enrich the process. As
a member of the educational
community, the future of the
school is directly tied to an in-
crease in enrollment. Here, at the
school, we

need your engagement in the re-
cruiting of students for the sec-
ond decade of the 21* century.

Thank you for supporting the
school.

With each passing day, the
students of Holy Cross Re-
gional Catholic School con-
tinue to impress me with their
kindness, honesty, manners
and hard work. No other group
of students in the region can
outshine our fine young men
and women. Thank you for
sharing them with us! Below
are some quick updates from
the office of Student Affairs:

The school has submitted its
Yearly Report to the Rich-
mond Diocese. The review of
standards generated ten (10)
new school-wide goals. Four
goals were amended to reflect
recent changes. Any HCRCS
parent wishing to see the re-
port may stop by this office.

Family meetings continue to
progress very nicely. If you
are the parent of a junior and
have not already met, please
contact Fran Harvey to sched-
ule a meeting. (Meetings with
families of sophomores will
begin in November.)

Both MS and HS Student Ac-
tion Councils have demon-
strated excellent leadership
skills to organize the Middle
School social and “October
fest.” Kudos also go to the
Cheerleading squad for orga-
nizing the first high school
dance. Many thanks to SAC
leaders and to all the chaper-
ones!

Please be sure to review the
handbook change replacing
the demerit system. The new
procedure invites parental par-
ticipation to help correct minor

or chronic misbehaviors before
a student is referred to the of-
fice. If you have not seen the
new procedure, sent home via e
-mail, or if you have any ques-
tions, please let me know right
away.

“Girls on the Track” (similar to
Girls on the Run but for older
students) is looking for a coach.
If you can help, please contact
Mary Hansen.

Many folks are working hard to
raise money for the school. No
effort is more vital than Cam-
paign 130. For strategic pur-
poses, please go to John Jones
and Pat LeDonne before em-
barking on any new fundraisers.
They will submit plans to the
Administrative Team to ensure
a coordinated effort for the
school. Your help with this is
greatly appreciated. Many
thanks too to John Jones for his
tireless efforts and contagious
spirit!

Finally, hearty congratulations
go to Ches Bono and William
Loftus of the Forensics Team,
for recently demonstrating their
superior debate skills. Congrats
also to ALL of our student-
athletes for their exciting per-
formance on the soccer and vol-
leyball teams this season.

It sure is great to be here at this
wonderful little school.

Go Gaels!

Doug Washington
Director of Student Affairs

(434) 847-5436
washington_d@hcrs-va.org




Update from the Office
of Enrollment

Thanks so much to everyone
who helped with the recent
Open House Program. It was
a success thanks to so many!
Please continue to refer pro-
spective families to me. |
promise to follow up with them
within 24 hours. Check our
new recruitment information
sheets! We are rolling.

-Pat LeDonne, Enroliment

Congratulations to the
2008-09 Middle School
and High School Student

Action Council:
Maleah Manion, Ali Roach,
Jessica Keaton, Tom Bruzek,
Elizabeth Main, Laura Wing-
field, Joe Bruzek, Adam Jack,
Carly Roy, Kenny Sterne, Nina
Rezai, Chris Roy, Amanda
Thacker, and Taylor Thomas.

Congratulations to the
2008-09 Gael Guides:

Elementary School: Glenn
Trent, Jr., James Schubert,
Lanie David, Hannah Mutchler,
Makayla Rony, Michael Charl-
ton, Brooke Valentine

Middle School: Sam Winters,
Kate Lemley, Tom Bruzek, Nat
LeDonne, Leigh Ann Murdock,
Lizzie Main, Laura Wingfield,
Jessica Winters

High School: Joe Bruzek,
Aaron Kovalesky, Nicole Sites,
Carly Roy, Kenny Sterne,
Emily Hickey, Peyton Howard,
Chris Roy, Nina Rezai, Alex
Kovalesky, Amanda Thacker,
Samantha Thacker

Campbell Labels For Education
Boxtops for Education

Dear Parents,

Once again, Holy Cross is par-
ticipating in the Campbell’s La-
bels for Education and Boxtops
for Education programs. These
programs help earn money and

free merchandise for our school.

Holy Cross School has earned
nearly $5000 from the Boxtops
program. With the points
earned from the Labels for Edu-
cation program, the school has
purchased playground equip-
ment, reference books, a digital
camera and more.

Thank you to all the families who

have participated in the past.
Please continue to deposit your
labels and boxtops in the recep-
tacle in the school lobby. You
can also help our school earn
even more by using the market-
place at the Boxtops for Educa-
tion website: www. Btfe.com/
marketplace. From the market-
place, you can shop from some
of your favorite stores. When
you shop a percentage of your
order is deposited in our
school’s account. Use a scrip
card to purchase your order and
help our school earn money 2

ways! Stores refund up to 8% of

your online order.

Remember, you can find Box-
tops on products by Ziploc,
Hefty, Cottonelle, Huggies and

more. Campbell’s UPC’s can be

found on soup cans, spagetti-
0’s, V8 splash caps, and Gold-
fish crackers.

Thank you for your continued
support!

INSTANT ALERT!

INSTANT ALERT is our informa-
tion alert system! We use this
system to keep our parents in-
formed of school closings or de-
lays, sporting events cancella-
tions and postponements and just
basic information.

| ask each and every family to log
on to:
www.instantalert.noneywell.com ,
follow the prompts and register. If
you are registered please take a
few minutes to check your ac-
count for accuracy.

This is a vital tool for keeping our
parents informed. Please take the
time to register today!

Thank You,
Fran Harvey




A Campaign 130 message from John P. Jones...

Dear School Family:

| again write to let you know
that we are actively in process
of raising the $350,000.00 to
match this same amount
given by Al Stroobants. Again,
when we do, he will donate
another $150,000.00! While
the present economic sce-
nario gives us cause for con-
cern, it also increases our mo-
tivation to achieve this great
opportunity. If we must, we
will find 350 donors to give or
pledge $1,000.00. Perhaps
some of you would be so in-
clined to help us get there!
One way or the other, we will
succeed! The school needs
this income to help meet the
demands associated with
such a quality education.

This year’s annual mailing,
ready now for distribution, will
focus on the Campaign 130
matching fund. To do so
makes real sense as there is
an additional $150,000.00 to
be gained. The school is on a
simultaneous mission of rais-
ing enroliment and income.
We must retain all of our cur-
rent students while increasing
enrollment. Tuition still repre-
sents the largest portion of the
school’s income and yet |
know the finance council, from
their present and ongoing dis-
cussions, is doing all they can
to stabilize it. Truthfully, the
more students we retain and
enroll the more flexibility the
finance council has with keep-
ing tuition level. To this extent,
all of us who make up the
Holy Cross School family

have an opportunity to pro-
mote the school to others with
the expressed intent of en-
couraging new family interest
and current family retention! If
you prefer, please call Pat Le-
Donne at school to let her
know of a family who may be
interested. Of course, the
same is true for a potential
donor, please give me a call.
Others and | will travel any-
where to meet with anyone!
We are on a mission!

The school continues to re-
ceive testimonials from former
and current families who have
joined the Holy Cross School
family. In fact, a father re-
cently told me he is thrilled
with the progress his daughter
has made since coming to
Holy Cross. In his own words,
“She is now focused on her
school work and makes it a
priority. Her grades have im-
proved and she strives to be
prepared. The results of her
efforts help motivate her to
continue. | wish we had come
to Holy Cross even sooner. It
is a great school.” YES... itis!

On another important note,
please continue to reflect on
the life and writings of St.
Paul. We can all be enriched
by his words especially these
we recently heard at our
churches, “Rejoice in the Lord
always. | shall say it again:
rejoice! Your kindness should
be known to all. The Lord is
near. Have no anxiety at all,
but in everything, by prayer

and petition, with thanksgiving
make your requests known to
God. Then the peace that sur-
passes all understanding will
guard your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus. Keep on doing
what you have learned and
received and heard and seen
in me. Then the God of peace
will be with you.” | don’t know
about you, but these words
help inspire and comfort me.
St. Paul... pray for us.

With God'’s every good bless-
ing,
John P. Jones

Fforengics

On Tuesday, October 21, the
Holy Cross speech and de-
bate team competed against
several area schools, includ-
ing Jefferson Forrest and
Heritage, in the first South-
Western Virginia forensics
tournament of the year. All of
the students performed well
and enjoyed themselves,
even the newcomers to the
team, and two of the stu-
dents, Nina Rezai and Wil-
liam Loftus, won first place
in the Public Forum event.
Congratulations to everyone
who attended!




Scrip

CHRISTMAS IS COMING,
DON”T FORGET TO OR-
DER SCRIP.

We have 50 shopping day left
until the last Scrip order will be
placed. Check out all the great
gift cards available with the
scrip program. We take Visa,
Master Card, Cash and
Checks.

Barnes and Noble Day is com-
ing. Help the school twice,
place your order for Barnes
and Noble gift cards today and
then spend them on Dec 6th
at Barnes and Noble with the
voucher. It's a win win. Orders
are placed every Monday
morning and returned on Fri-
day of the same week.

ol
L

Holy Cross Catholic
Church

November

1 9:00am All Saint's Day

3 Noon - Mass in the Cemetery
27 Thanksgiving day Mass,

10:00am

29/30 Religious Goods Shop

from Richmond, in the
commons this weekend.

30 Advent Evening

Another easy way to help earn free merchandise

for the school:

If you have any news that
you would like to share with
your Holy Cross family,
please email your article by
the due dates below. Parents
included!

Thanks!

Croggette Deadlines

Friday, November 21
Friday, January 16"
Friday, February 13"
Friday, March 20th
Friday, May 1*
Friday, June 11"

Judy Steigerwald
ooohmom@msn.com (the let-
ter o not zero)

Hello to all the Coke drinkers
of our school. Are you looking
for a way to help the school
and enjoy your favorite bever-
age at the same time? If so,
this message is for you. The
school has the opportunity to
earn points for free merchan-
dise from the Coca Cola Com-
pany. All you have to do is
save the end to the refrigera-
tor pack with the Coke code
on it or the cap from a 20 oz
Coke beverage. The end of
the pack is worth 10 points
while each 200z cap is worth
3 points. This program is very
similar to the Campbells label
and Box Tops. Depending on
how much time you have,
there are a few options avail-
able to you. The first option
is: send the box ends or caps
to school with attention to Kim
Kovalesky and | will enter
them on the www.mycoke re-

wards.com website for you.
Secondly, you may go to the
website yourself, register your
name/email address and so
on, then donate the points you
enter to the school. It's as
easy as that! Keep in mind, it's
more than just Coke, it’s the
whole Coke line of products. If
you see a black box with the
Coke bottle in it and it says
“‘mycokerewards.com” it’s a
participating product. The list
is long but these are most of
the Coke family of products:
Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite, Barq
rootbeer, Vault, Minute Maid,
Mr. Pibb, Dasani waters,
Powerade, Fresca, and Fanta.
If you have any questions,
please feel free to email me
kovalesky k@hcrs-va.org or
call me at 847-5436 x331 if you
need help.




From the Library/Media Center

Book Fair

Mark your calendars for the
annual fall Scholastic Book
Fair, to be held November
14"-19" in the elementary
library. This annual book fair
allows an opportunity to place
good books in the hands of
the students, a chance for
parents to shop for their
kids for the holidays, and a
means of raising money for

N3

.

the library/media centers.
(We earn a 25-30% profit
from the fair) Also coming up
is our annual Holy Cross day
at Barnes and Noble on
Saturday, December 6.
This is a chance for our fami-
lies and friends to help Holy
Cross while shopping at Bar-
nes and Noble. Stay tuned
for morel

Congratulations to our
Middle School Volleyball
team for taking second place
in the recent Timberlake
Christian School Volleyball
tournament.

Alex Sandifer was named to
the all tournament team.
Way to go Gaels!

Lego [eague

Our two Lego League teams
are up and running. Please join
the teams at the competition on
November 15th at Timberlake
Christian School to see the
hard work put in by the stu-
dents. If you need details,
please email wingfield_j@hcrs-
va.org.

Parents & Friends,

We are participating in the Kroger Plus Card
for Education School Program.

This program provides much
needed educational equipment HOLY CROSS SCHOOL
for our school. Please take this

to a local Kroger store. Have

the cashier scan the bar code

along with your Kroger Plus

Card. This will register your
card for our school.

You only have to scan this bar code one time and from

9/28/2008 - 4/24/2009 , every time you shop at Kroger and
use your Kroger Plus Card, our school will electronically earn
credit toward free educational equipment. There is no cost to par-
ticipate and this will not interfere with credits you are earning for
any other shopping promotions at Kroger. Once you have
scanned our bar code, please pass this notice along to friends,
neighbors or co-workers so they can help us earn educational
equipment also.

00000%8062

If you do not have a Kroger Plus Card, please get one at any
Kroger store, take this with you, and you can start earning credit
for our school. Thank you for your support.

Your Kroger Plus Card for Education School Program Coordinator

* Credit earned excludes purchases of gift certificates, stamps, money




Elementary NevJs

Kindergarten

Tuesday October 21 Kinder-
garten travelled to Drumhel-
ler's Orchard in Nelson
County. The children will take
a hay ride to the pumpkin
patch and select a pumpkin of
their very own. They will also
take a tour of the packing
shed and will fill a bag of ap-
ples to take home. Before
leaving the Orchard the class
had a picnic lunch. The chil-
dren made applesauce the
next day with some of the ap-
ples they picked.

First grader

Peaks of Otter

First grade braved the misty
rain and headed to the Peaks
on Friday, October 17. The
park ranger, Mrs. Ludwig, had
lots to show us at the nature
center. The first graders are
now official Junior Rangers of
Virginial We want to thank the
parents that joined us for this
special day!

First grade has had some
funny visitors this month. The
Pumpkin Man, Spooky Ghost,
Frankenstein, and Mr. Skele-
ton have arrived! | wonder
who will come next? They are
helping us to learn poems and
songs

Third Grade News!

The third grade class went to
Natural Bridge as a grand fi-
nale to a unit on rocks, miner-
als, and landforms. The stu-
dents were able to see rock
formations that have slowly
been created and we talked
about how we can preserve
our Earth. The day was infor-
mative and beautiful!

Please join us for our Hallow-
een Parade at 2:15 on October
31st. After the parade, the stu-
dents will "trunk or treat" and
enjoy games! Don't be

afraid to come!

23S

The elementary school
Christmas musical, Hotel
Bethlehem, will be performed
Sunday, December 7 at 3
P.M. The children are al-
ready working and having a
great time. Start your Christ-
mas season with children,
music and a story about the
baby who changed the world.

Singing Angaels

The Singing Angaels, com-
posed of 3rd, 4th, and 5th
graders, sang at Chestnut Hill
Methodist Church on October
4th for their Fall Bazaar. Even
though the numbers were
small, the singing was out-
standing! Thanks to Vanessa
Norman, our music teacher,
for organizing this opportunity.
The Singing Angaels will also
be performing at the American
Legion on Lakeside Drive.
The event is a luncheon for
our veterans on Veterans
Day, and we feel so honored
to participate.




Sports Notes

*Denotes Conference Game
Dates and times are subject to change.

2009 Boys Varsity Basketball Schedule

12/4
12/5
12/6

Timberlake
VES Tourn.
VES Tourn.

12/11* Carlisle

12/12

12/19

12/20
1/6*
1/9
1/13
1/21*
1/23*
1/26
1727
1/30*
2/3*
2/9
2/11*
2/13*
2/14
2/16
2/17*
2/19*
2/24
2/26
2/28

Home School
North Cross Tourn.
North Cross Tourn.
E. Menn.

VES  Homecoming
Timberlake
Carlisle

Fishburne

Faith

LCA

North Cross
Fishburne

Faith

Covenant

North Cross

Isle of Wight
Home School

E. Menn.
Covenant

VIC Tourn.

VIC Tourn.

VIC Tourn.

*Denotes Conference Game

JV Boys Basketball Schedule

12/4
12/9
12/11
1/6
1/9
1/12
1/13
1/21
1/23
1/27
1/30
2/3
2/11
2/13
2/17
2/19
2/26
2/28

Timberlake
Glass
Carlisle
E. Menn.
VES
VES (deacon)
Timberlake
Carlisle
Fishburne
LCA
North Cross
Fishburne
Covenant
North Cross
E. Menn.
Covenant
VIC Tourn.
VIC Tourn.

A 5:30

H 5:30

H 4:00

A 4:00
A 6:00

H 5:30

8:00
TBA
TBA
7:00

2009 Girls Varsity Basketball Schedule

I>PIII>PP>I>P>PIII>DII>I>>I>D>>I

7:30
6:00 Evangel
1:00 or 3:00
6:30
7:00
8:00
7:00
5:30
8:00
7:00
8:00
5:30
8:00
7:30
8:00
2:00
6:30
5:30
7:00

TBA
TBA
TBA@ LU

>>II >I

> >

H
A

5:00
4:30

5:00
4:00
4:30
5:00

5:30
5:15

5:15
4:00

@ Higher Seed
@ LU

Times and dates are subject to change.

11/23  Wm. Campbell
12/4 Timberlake
12/5 VES Tourn.
12/6 VES Tourn.
12/8*  Carlisle

12/29  Appo. Tourn.
12/30  Appo. Tourn..
1/8 Roanoke Catholic
1/9* VES

1/13  Timberlake
1/26  Faith

1/27* LCA

1/30* North Cross
2/5 E. Menn.

2/9 Faith

2/11  Roanoke Cath.
2/13  North Cross
2/17* E. Menn.

2/24  BRC Tourn.
2/26 BRC Tourn.
2/28 BRC Tourn.

>I>>IP>PIIP>II>>I>>II

6:30 scrimmage
6:30
TBA
TBA
6:00
2:00 William Campbell
6:00 Appomattox
6:30
5:30 Homecoming
6:30
6:30
6:00
6:30
7:00
6:30
6:30
6:30
5:30

@ Higher Seed
@ Higher Seed
@ LU

Middle School Girls Basketball

12/4
12/10
12/12
12/13
17
1/8
1712
1/13
1722
1/23
1/24
1/26
1/27
1/30
212
2/9
2/11

Timberlake H 3:30
James River H 4:00
Pony Tail A TBA
Pony Tail A TBA
North Cross H 4:00
Roanoke Cath. H 5:00
James River A 4:00
Timberlake A 330 *
North Cross A 5:00
Faith Tourn. A TBA
Faith Tourn. A TBA
Faith H 4:00
LCA H 4:30 *
North Cross A 4:00
LCA A 4:00
Faith A 4:00
Roanoke Cath. A 5:00

*Denotes tournament games.

oo

Middle Boys Basketball

12/10 James River
12/11 Carlisle A 4:00
12/12 Home School
1/7 North Cross
1/12 James River
1/21 Carlisle

1/22 North Cross
1/26 Faith

1/27 LCA

212 LCA

2/6 Faith Tourn
217 Faith Tourn
2/9 Faith

2/16 Home School

H

A
H
A
H
A
H
A
H
A
A
A
H

*Denotes Conference Game

@3@‘$"\

5:00

6:30
5:00
5:00
4:00
6:15
5:15
4:30
4:00
TBA
TBA
5:15
5:00




