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News from the school celebrating 130 years of Academic Excellence, Honor, Tradition, Service, and Christian Values.

From the Head of School

With the turn of the calendar pages to January 2009, a very pleasant thought crosses my mind.... it’s okay to

be bullish when it comes time to describing our July to January half year here at Holy Cross Catholic School.
And if it is January, it is time for the admin folks to be preparing for 2009-10 school year. They are fully en-

gaged in producing the best recruiting year ever.

First, take a look at our indicators:

Enrollment. Where we were losing students, over the last six months we have had a net gain of twenty stu-
dents. No other school in our diocese can match that statistic. On receipt are just over 100 qualified queries for
2009-10 consideration. Full-time Director of Admissions, and former Director of Admissions at Randolph Col-
lege, has put together a marketing plan that I expect to be very successful.

A singular fact about increasing enrollment is that 80% of new students learn of Holy Cross by word of mouth.
For current parents who want to make a difference, this fact suggests that a campaign to advance enrollment
calls for everyone to “talk up” the excellence of a Holy Cross education. Numerous Open House events are
scheduled for the following dates: January 24, 26; February 6, 13, 20, 27th, and March 5. If you have a pros-
pect family for 09-10, make arrangements for them to visit the school.. to tour our campus, to talk with teach-
ers, Head of School, and others.

New Programs. Beginning this spring, Holy Cross will open its After School Program to the public. This pro-
gram will continue to be in operation throughout the summer. A new program ...Holy Cross” Camp and Care
... Will open the week of June 15™ and run through August 7". Parents will sign up for the entire summer
weeks or, sign up for a week at a time. Look for more “Camp and Care” info in early February.

Swift and thorough communications. If there is anything that irks a parent, it is too much time between a
concern and a resolution. The faculty and administration are working diligently to change that paradigm.

Working with our priests. Over the period of this school year, the school and its

supporting priests have struck a new interest in each other’s responsibilities. The presence of Monsignor Rush
(member of the advisory Board and Search Committee) Fathers Kelly, Gallagher, Mooney, McNally, and Dea-
con Cartwright on campus, leading a mass or providing their perspective has given the school a new dimension
as we look to the future.

Just as I found my first six months to be intriguing, I look forward to the next six as a period of many suc-
cesses and a new sense of Holy Cross’s place in the educational milieu.




Update from the Office of Enrollment

Dear Families,

Please welcome to our new 10"
grade student, Byung Gu Kang
(Jake). We were pleased to have
him join us this month. Jake is
from South Korea and is already
enjoying his new U.S. and Holy
Cross experience!

We are beginning to plan for the
Fall 2009 programs with projected
enrollments. If you have any addi-
tional children who will be enrolling
in our Pre-Kindergarten program
and/or any other grades, please let
me know ASAP. | will follow up
with you regarding the registration
process. In addition, you will soon
receive re-registration information
for any son and/or daughter who is
currently enrolled. Our plan is to
send re-registration information in
early February. Stay tuned!

Now is a perfect time to pro-
mote Holy Cross to your friends,
neighbors, and co-workers. Many
families in the public school system
are learning of program cuts and
class size changes for next year,
and we are so fortunate that our
athletic, theatre, and art programs
will not be affected by budget cuts
the way that they will at many Vir-
ginia public schools. In addition,
our students will continue to re-
ceive a personalized education
with small class sizes and excellent
faculty interaction. The benefits we
value at Holy Cross are often diffi-
cult for public schools to provide
during budget cutting times.

Thank you for sharing what we
love about this wonderful school
and for referring potential fami-
lies to me.

Sincerely,
Pat LeDonne
Director of Enroliment & Marketing

Congratulations
Sci Guys!

Our hats are off to you -
Colin Baker, Gerard Brooker,
Michael Charlton, David
Loftus, James Schubert, Tho-
mas Schubert, and Sam Win-
ters for placing 2" place in the
State Lego League Tourna-
ment at James Madison Uni-
versity!

Congratulations to Jessica
B. Winters (8), 1% place win-
ner and to Marissa L. Parker-
Pond (8), 2™ place winner in
the November 2008 Veterans
of Foreign Wars of the United
States fAPatri
contest.

ot

The Middle School Girls Bas-
ketball team brought home the
third place trophy in December
after some great playing at the
Roanoke Catholic Holiday Bas-
ketball Tournament. Jenna
Pierce (8) and Nat LeDonne
(7) were named to the All-
Tournament Team. Way to go
Gaels!

College Bound Update

Mary King has been ac-
cepted to Sweet Briar Col-
lege under early deci-

sion. She will major in World
History and Classical Vocal
Performance.

Alex Kovalesky has been
accepted to Virginia Military
Institute under early decision
and will major in Mechanical
Engineering.

Fforengics

On January 15", the Holy
Cross Forensics team went to
Liberty High-school in Bedford
to compete in the South-
Western Virginia Forensics
League's annual champion-
ship. The competition was
fierce, but congratulations are
in order for Nina Rezai (11th)
and William Loftus (10th),
who took 2nd place in the
Public Forum event. Con-
gratulate them if you see them
and wish them luck in late
January when they travel to
UVA to compete in the Na-
tional Forensics League's
State Qualifiers!"




Student Affairs

PTO News

Both MS and HS Student
Action Councils (SAC) con-
tinue to demonstrate servant
leadership in planning a va-
riety of student activities.

The Homecoming "Luau”
Dance, held last January 10,
was a wonderful success.
By all accounts, students,
guests, and chaperones
alike enjoyed the music and
tropical decorations. The
next MS event is a Valentine
Social to be held on Friday,
February 13 (moved from
1/23 to accommodate
preparations for the school's
reunion on 1/24/09).

The HS SAC's next event
might be a Coffee House,
Talent Show or maybe even
a Dodgeball Tournament!
Students are considering
options. More information
will be sent home once
plans are fully developed. If
you would like to help with
any event, please see me or
any SAC representative.
Two members of the SAC,
Chris Roy and Kenny
Sterne, have been asked to
represent HCRCS on the
Mayor's Youth Council.
More information about the
Mayor's Youth Council may
be found at https://
www.lynchburgva.gov/
Index.aspx?page=4025.

Family meetings are prov-
ing to be a valuable experi-
ence, especially for those
students contemplating col-
lege options. Yet, summer
will be here with the blink
of an eye, so if you would
like to meet with your child
and me to discuss future
goals or individual needs,
please contact Fran Har-
vey to schedule an ap-
pointment.

| have very much enjoyed
learning of potential
sources of Holy Cross his-
tory. If you think you may
have any dated docu-
ments, photographs or
memorabilia, please let us
know. Every "new" piece
helps fill in the picture of
the Holy Cross legacy.

Finally, | would like to take
this opportunity to publicly
thank Colleen Sites for the
invaluable help she pro-
vides for student events.
Her dependable service is
an example to us all.

Doug Washington
Director of Student Affairs

(434) 847-5436
washington_d@hcrs-va.org

Mark your calendar!

January 24  Open House, G

elebration 130 & Reunions

Mark your Calendars
Casino Night in Mardi Gras
Style ....March 28, 2009.

Tickets will be available soon. We
will have cash bars, Hor D'orvres,
stage prizes, door prizes and a
lot of fun. Come join us and have
a great time with great people.
Spring Yard Sale: May 9, 2009
Any family that wants to do their
own tables and give a percentage
to the school may do so, or you
may just donate items and our
volunteers with handle them with
all proceeds to the school. This is
a great way for everyone to bene-
fit. Please email me at
vikki@centralva.net if you want to
volunteer to help, donate items or
have your own tables. We need
everyone to pitch in and what a
perfect ti me.

Fall Festival or Carnival:

September ??? 2009

We are bringing it back....anyone
interested in helping me to put
together the items needed to
have a carnival or help me make
some of these props from ply
board or styrofoam, please let me
know. We will be working on this
throughout the summer if needed
to be sure we have everything
ready before school starts.
Please email me at
vikki@centralva.net if you want to
be a part of this. Thanks

Vikki Sterne
PTO President

Summer camps and day-
care at Holy Cross School!
Stay tuned for information.

Spring



Some News, Notes and Reflections from John P.

Joneseé

Dear Holy Cross School
Family:

| pray this letter finds you well
and content with the New Year.
| again write to express how
grateful we are to have your
son or daughter here with us at
Holy Cross. The children con-
tinue to be a blessing from God
as they bring sunshine to the
lives of us who are so fortunate
to be here with them. As
Bishop DiLorenzo so often pro-
claims, AThe Ca
the premiere vehicle for bring-
ing our children to Jesus
Christ. o To tho
Cross School, this is more than
a compliment, it is a charge
and a challenge to fulfill our
duty and we work hard at it
everyday! We want every stu-
dent to personally know Jesus
and to imitate His example.

| write to bring you up to date
with our Campaign 130 and to
invite and encourage you to
become a contributing partner.
As you know, Al Stroobants
has given the school
$350,000.00 and has chal-
lenged us to match this
amount. When we do, he will
give an additional $150,000.00!
Although this comes at an eco-
nomically challenging time, it
also comes when the school
can use it the most. To date,
the amount collected in cash
and pledges is $173,687.00.
As you can see, after five
months, we are nearly half way
to our goal and we want to
match the goal by June 30,
2009. We can do it!

The raised amount comes to
the school by way of the fol-
lowing: Businesses, Holy
Cross School Parents, Fac-
ulty/Staff, Alumni, School
Board Members, Holy Cross
Students, Friends of the
School, and our Pastors/
Churches. We have not as
yet conducted our designated
and sustained campaign
drive with our parents, alumni

t lang Chukches dawever) i 9

these invitations to participate
and donate are forthcoming

s &y thefend ofshe manth.H o | y

Please know that we will also
continue to encourage all of
our constituents to make a
contribution or pledge. In fact,
many of them are already in
process.

In closing, please consider
becoming one of the 350 for
the 130. By that | mean, be-
coming one of the 350 indi-
viduals or families who will
give or pledge $1,000.00 to
the Campaign. In so doing,
you bring us that much closer
to the match and the addi-
tional $150,000.00. If you
have any questions or con-
cerns about Campaign 130,
please give me a call at
school (847-5436 ext. 111).

God Bless You,
John P. Jones

AfiPraise the Lol
good; Godbés | o
forever . 0

Attention 10" & 12
Graders

The Herff-Jones representa-
tive will be at Holy Cross on
Thursday, January 29", at
10:00 a.m., to meet with the
10™ grade students regard-
ing class rings and the 12"
grade students regarding
graduation.

The Herff-Jones representa-
tive will return on Thursday,
February 5", at 10 a.m. to

take ring orders. All ring or-
ders will be due at this time.

The Herff-Jones representa-
tive will return on Friday,
February 6", at 10 a.m. to
take graduation orders. All
cap & gown and announce-
ment orders will be due on
this day.

Croggette Deadlines

Friday, February 13"

Friday, March 20th

Friday, May 1*

Fridaywhre 111 s s o
endur es

Judy Steigerwald

ooohmom@msn.com (the letter

0 not zero)




Prayer to St. Val- BRAI
. ~ E\%
entine —_—
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Dear Saint and glori- ssn\ucz
C AT H O L) C
ous martyr, teach us to s<cHOOLS
love unselfishly and Catholic Schools Week 2009
to find great joy in Holy Cross Catt]hollc Stcr:]hool
giving. Enable all true January 2571 30
lovers to bring out the . .
: Sunday, January 25 Thursday, January 29
best in each other. Let Representatives from Holy Cross at Scripture Verse: Romans 14:17-19
them love each other | areachurches ,
. . Decorated Door Judgin
in God and in God Monday, January 26" t he S aPrizes awarded!
Scripture Verse: Revelation 2:19
each other. Friday, January 30"
10:15a.m. Liturgy with Father Galla- Student Appreciation Day!
gher Scripture Verse: Joshua 24:14-15
Love Catholic Schools Week Buttons
12:00-4:00p.m. Open House Prayer Partner Fun Day: classes
. . are paired up with payer partners
Love Is patlent and | Tuesday, January 27 and play games at stations all
klnd Scripture Verse: Galatians 5:13-14 around school!
it does not envy or | 7:40a.m. Communion Service with Catholic Schools Week: Celebra-
boast Deacon Gordon tion 130 T-Shirt and Jeans Day
Prayer Partners fiHa
it Wa | 7l Carporal Works of Mercy Activities All Week:
and It.S never pI’OUd, NO homework night! The week prior: Each class will
love is not rude or decorate their classroom door with
selfish Wednesday, January 28" the theme: fService
) ! Faculty and Clergy Appreciation 6"grade will fAspotliocg
it does not get angry | Day! facts from around the world during
easily Scripture Verse: John 12:26 afternoon prayer
]
Lunch provided by PTO: All clergy, School wide service projects:
or keep track of faculty, and staff invited! Canned Soup Drive and a Walk to
Spelling Bee: 5™ i 8" grade stop Hunger

el

tgnen ™




From the Library/Media Center

Barnes & Noble Fair
Successful

Thanks to all families and teachers
who supported the Barnes and Noble
“fair” in December. Because of your
support, we received a Barnes & No-
ble gift card in the amount of $840.00
to be used to purchase new books and
AR prizes. A special thanks to Mrs.
Norman and her choir of 3, 4" and
5" graders who performed at the store
on December 6“’, as well as to Mrs.
Schemmel and Mrs. Elmore who read
stories to the children. Thanks again
everyone!!

Christmas Wish List

Successful Again

Thanks to all families who supported
our Christmas wish list program.
Between this program, the Birthday
book program, and our successful
Scholastic book fair, we have added
over 100 new books the elementary
and middle/high school library. The
books are in and are being prepared
for circulation!!

Accelerated

Ac- e celerated
Read- ing
Program

We have added 75 new Accelerated
Reader quizzes to our collection,
which brings us up to 1,398 book
titles for which the students can take a

quiz and earn points. We plan to
have the entire list posted on our web-

site. If anyone would like a hard
copy of the comprehensive list,
please see Mrs. Main!! Students in
grades 2-8 are beginning an AR in-
centive for the 2™ semester. Details
are being sent home.

Sylvan Learning Center
Reading Incentive

Once again, Sylvan Learning Center
is sponsoring their winter reading
incentive, “Read across America”.
Students in grades 1-5 will be eligi-
ble to participate in this incentive
and we encourage all to do so. De-
tails, including prizes and awards to
be given, will come home before the
program begins.

Scholastic Book Fair i
March 13 M- 18"

Mark your calendars for the upcom-
ing Scholastic book fair in March.

Sixth Grade

Sixth Grade was very busy dur-
ing the month of December.
They participated in their first
retreat of the year. The day
began with a tour of Holy Cross
Church, followed by team build-
ing activities and a play at
Lynchburg College.

They organized a school wide
Food Drive collecting over
1,100 items surpassing their
goal of 750. Students delivered
the non-perishable food to Saint
Francis of Assisi Catholic
Church in Amherst and they
took their very first exams.

Go Gaels!!

The Middle School Basketball
Teams are off to a spectacular
Gael start.
Boyds
is led in scoring by Wyatt Wilson
and Daniel Brooker

Girl 6s T-éantharear e
heading to Charlotte in February
for an All Catholic Middle School
Basketball Tournament

Looking Ahead:
Cat holic

247 30
Fifth and sixth grade are prepar-
ing the Catholic

scheduled on Monday, January
26" at 10:15. All are welcomed
to attend.

T e d.nThaateam 5

School 6s

Reminders and Updates

Notebook 2 Check 2/2
Abstract 2/9
Written Report  2/23
Oral Presentations 2/24
3/4 Set Up 7:00-8:00
3/5 Science Fair Day
3/5 Science Fair Awards Cere-
mony @ 7:00pm
Notebook Check #3 3/6

School r’@Mass




Elementary News

PreK

January is transportation month in
Pre-Kindergarten. We will be ex-
ploring the various methods of
transportation and why they are
important. We will also discuss
winter weather and the habits of
animals in the winter. Our author of
the month study is Donald Crews
as most of his books deal with
transportation.

Kindergarten

January is 'Dinosaur' month! The
class will be making paper mache
bones and plaster fossil prints. The
boys and girls will be learning dino-
saur names and measuring the
length of T-Rex and other dino-
saurs. While pretending to be dino-
saurs the children will also be
watching for snowflakes and ici-
cles. They will be painting, draw-
ing, cutting, counting, reading and
writing about snowflakes and
snowmen, in hopes of seeing
some real ones falling outside!

First grade

We use our Smartboard each
morning for a morning message
along with other activities
throughout the day. In December
we enjoyed a joke of the day along
with an Advent Countdown until
Christmas vacation.

Now we are "Weather Watchers"
in January. We are charting the
weather symbols for the day and
graphing the weather each week.
We are studying the types of
clouds, energy, the 3 states of
matter, and light. We are also
making a book by drawing illustra-
tions of our weather words, and
our fun experiments. Think snow!

Second Grade Happening

Snow flurries are predicted
each day in second grade
during January! The children
are busy stuffing and sewing
snowmen mobiles and paint-
ing glow-in-the-dark wintry
scenes. Their handmade glit-
tery snowflakes adorn the
classroom and their chilly
poetry is on the walls!

Happenings for February:
- writing fiction and poetry
for the annual Young Au-
thors Contest

- studying about Abraham
Lincoln and building edible
pretzel stick log cabins to
celebrate his birthday Febru-
ary 12

- making Valentine cards for
our shut-in pen pals

- continuing our study of
AAmerica i s Bojlr
thirteen colonies to President
George Washington and en-
joying our homemade cherry
turnovers

- creating and using our own
Stations of the Cross books
for Lent

Third grade

Third graders are getting their
"facts” straight! Multiplication
facts, that is. To help students
understand and memorize facts,
we make arrays with our "pink
squares"”, we arrange ourselves
in equal groups, we use fun
websites, we write them in our
journals, we count in equal
groups, and we taked timed
quizzes to get faster. If you are
curious about the facts, come
and visit!

Fourth Grade News!

4th grade is learning about Vir-
ginia's Powhatan Indian tribes.
We have enjoyed doing re-
search online, and now we are
writing an essay on Powhatan
life. We are also learning long
division, an important 4th grade
math skill!

Fifth Grade

The Fifth Grade class has cre-
ated a weekly news show that is
available for viewing by the en-
tire student body. The students
are responsible for story ideas,
script, set design, filming and
adliting. Theshowhcovers events
happening on campus as well
as off campus activities. The
show uses four anchors and a
rotating list of reporters. It is
amazing the amount of time that
goes into a 5-10 minute new's
show. The students spend their
free time as well as after school
to complete the project. We are
very proud of what they have
accomplished in the short
amount of time they have been
producing the shows.




Sports Notes

*Denotes Conference Game
Dates and times are subject to change.

2009 Boys Varsity Basketball Schedule

JV Boys Basketball Schedule

2009 Girls Varsity Basketball Schedule

1/23*  Fishburne H 5:30
1/26  Faith H 8:00
1127 LCA A 7:00
1/30*  North Cross A 8:00
2/3*  Fishburne A 5:30
2/9 Faith A 8:00
2/11* Covenant A 7:30
2/13*  North Cross H 8:00
2/14  Isle of Wight H 2:00
2/16  Home School H 6:30
2/17* E. Menn. A 5:30
2/19* Covenant H 7:00
2/24  VIC Tourn. TBA
2/26  VIC Tourn. TBA
2/28  VIC Tourn. @LU TBA

*Denotes Conference Game

2009 Varsity Tennis

3/19 LCA 5:00 A

3/24 N. Cross H 4:30

4/2 LCA H 4:30
4/4 BRC A 10:00 E.
Menn Singles

4/8 VES A 4:30
4/22 Carlisle A 4:00
4/28 E.Menn H 4:30
4/29 VES H 4:30

2009 Varsity Softball

3/12 Jefferson Forest A 6:00
3/16 William Campbell A 5:00

3/19 Westover H 4:00 DH
2/5 innings

3/25 Roanoke Cath H 4:30
3/26 LCA A 4:30
3/30 Faith H 4:30
4/3 Roanoke Cath A 4:30

4/4 Lord Bout Tourn A TBA 4
games

4/7 LCA H 4:30
4/20 William Campbell H 5:00

4/23 Carlisle A 4:00 DH
4/30 E. Menn H 4:00 DH
5/2  Greenbrier H 12:00

5/2 JF VS. Greenbrier H 2:00
5/2 HCVS.JF H 4:00
5/5 BRC @ higher seed
5/7 BRC @ higher seed
5/9 BRC @ higher seed

1/26  Faith H 6:30
1/23  Fishburne H 4:00 127%  LCA H 6:00
1/27 LCA A 5:30 1/30*  North Cross A 6:30
1/30  North Cross A 5:15 2/5  E.Menn. H 7:00
2/3 Fishburne A 4:00 2/9  Faith A 6:30
2/11 Covenant A 6:00 2/11  Roanoke Cath. A 6:30
2/13 North Cross H 5:15 2/13  North Cross H 6:30
2/17  E.Menn. A 4:00 2/17*  E. Menn. A 530
2/19 Covenant H 5:30 2/24  BRC Tourn. @ Higher Seed
2/26  VIC Tourn. @ Hi Seed | 2/26  BRC Tourn. @ Higher Seed
2/28  VIC Tourn. @LU 2/28  BRC Tourn. ~ @ LU
Middle School Girls Basketball Middle Boys Basketball
1/23  Faith Tourn. A TBA 1/26  Faith H 5:15
1/24  Faith Tourn. A TBA 1/27  LCA A 4:30 *
1/26  Faith H 4:00 2/2 LCA H 4:00
1727 LCA H 4:30 * 2/6 Faith Tourn A TBA
1/30  North Cross A 4:00 2/7 Faith Tourn A TBA
2/2  LCA A 4:00 2/9 Faith A 5:15
2/9  Faith A 4:00 2/16 ~ Home School  H 5:00
2/11 Roanoke Cath. A 5:00
2009 Varsity Baseball 2009 Varsity Golf
3/14 Westover A 2:00 & 4:00 DH 3/19 LCA A 4:00 Colonial

3/18 Hargrave H 4:30
3/19 LCA A 4:30
3/24 N. Cross H 4:30

3/26 VES H 4:00
3/27 Fishburne A 4:00
3/30 Faith A 4:30

3/31 Blue Ridge H 4:00
4/2  Carlisle A 4:30
4/6 Covenant A 5:00
4/9 Miller A 4:00
4/21 Faith H 4:30
4/23 Roanoke Cath H 4:30
4/30 E. Menn A 4:30
5/5 VIC top 8

5/7 VIC Semi

5/9 VIC Final

5/12 States Top 8

5/15 States Semi

5/17 States Final

3/23 Timberlake A 4:00 Poplar

3/24 Westover H 4:00
3/26 Roanoke Cath H 4:00
3/30 Carlisle H 4:00
4/1 Hargrave A 4:00
4/2 E. Menn H 4:00
4/6 VES A 4:00 Ivy
4/7 LCA Timberlake H 4:00
4/21 Roanoke Cath A 4:00
4/22 Carlisle A 4:00
4/23 Miller H 4:00

4/27 VIC Tourn
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