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News from the school celebrating 130 years of Academic Excellence, Honor, Tradition, Service, and Christian Values.

From the Head of School
February 10, 2009

Dear Parents:

Welcome to the process of Fall 2009 Re-registration!

I want to begin this note with a “thanks” to the school community for my very smooth transition from retire-
ment to Interim Head of School for Holy Cross. We have a team with the expertise to move the school
ahead, develop the processes needed to sustain what works well here, and to reach for excellence in every
endeavor. The list of achievements from August to January is weighty. Enrollment has grown. The faculty
has worked consistently and creatively. They will meet their goals of Terra Nova using the Diocesan Con-
sensus Curriculum. The students are rising to meet or exceed the demands of the academic program. I am
proud of the achievements.

Critical to our continued success is the timeliness of re-registration for the next year. In the past, registration
was accepted later rather than early. This year, I need your cooperation. Please register now so that I can
put into motion goals for the faculty, staff and School Board. Join us for another progressive and productive
year.

In this packet, you will find updated information regarding re-registration, tuition, fees, and financial aid.
Please note the important deadlines for all. I am very pleased to announce that the faculty unanimously
agreed to a freeze of their salaries. This motion has enabled us to freeze the tuition for the 2009 — 2010
year, and provide 3" student discounts to non-parish families. I am also delighted to announce a compre-
hensive summer camp and care program. Details coming soon!

Please submit your re-enrollment paperwork as soon as possible to Pat LeDonne, Director of Enrollment.
We have discounted the registration fee for those received before March 31%.

Again, thank you for a wonderful year,

William S. Coursey, 111
Interim Head of School
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Update from the Office of Enrollment

Fall 2009 Registration Process
For Current Holy Cross Families

Process for Reqistering New

Siblings:

- If you are interested in enrolling
an additional student for Fall
2009, please complete an appli-
cation before February 25th.

- Pre-Kindergarten applications
and Kindergarten i Twelfth
Grade applications are available
in the Enroliment Office. (See
Pat LeDonne)

- Assessment testing for current
family students will be sched-
uled for late February/early
March.

Process for Re-reqgistering a

Current HC Student:

- Please update and return the
enclosed registration form(s)
with your non-refundable enroll-
ment deposit.

0 $250.00 deposit (per family) if
registration form(s) received be-
fore Tuesday, March 31, 2009.

0 $300.00 deposit (per family) if
registration form(s) received be-
fore Monday, June 15, 2009.

o Late fees for registrations re-
ceived after June 15™

(Staffing and class scheduling is
impacted with late summer reg-
istrations so we are moving our
process earlier in efforts to bet-
ter serve students and families.)

Process for Applying for Finan-
cial Aid

- Financial Aid (FACT, In.) applica-
tions are available from Iris
Charter, Bookkeeper

o0 FACT, Inc. determines expected
family contribution and financial
need for the Diocese and Holy
Cross. (This organization is
used by most private schools in
Virginia.)

o Completed application and re-

quired credentials (copies of
tax returns etc.) are due at
the processing center be-
fore May 1°'. To guarantee
arrival and processing, we
recommend filing/mailing
before April 15"

o Financial aid will be
awarded as soon as proc-
essed results are received
from Facts, Inc. (late May/
early June).

Important Dates!

Tuesday, February 24
(6:30 p.m.) Why Holy
Cross for Middle and High
School? Parents and stu-
dents are encouraged to at-
tend. Topics include: Ex-
pectations during the ado-
lescent years; transitioning
into a new grade/school;
meet the current Middle and
High School teachers. Al-
though geared to rising 6"
graders and rising 9" grad-
ers, all students and parents
are invited.

Every Friday in February
(8:30 a.m. i 3:30 p.m.) Ad-
missions Open House
Program

Friday, February 27"
Shadowing Experience for
Rising 6" Graders and
Rising 8" Graders.

Achievements
Congratulations to Nat
LeDonne and Jessica Winters
for being selected for the Girls
Faith Christian School All
Tournament Basketball Team.

Congratulations to Daniel
Brooker for being selected for
the Boys Faith Christian
School All Tournament Bas-
ketball Team.

Congratulations Spelling
Bee Participants

On February 5", Holy Cross
students took part in a 5" - 8"
grade Spelling Bee. The fol-
lowing students participated in
the Bee.

5™ Grade:
Jessie Kleiner
Elizabeth Taylor
6th Grade
Frankie Garcia
Ali Roach

Scott Swisher

7" Grade

Brady Dougherty
Leigh Ann Murdock
Paige Willis

8" Grade

Megan Hansen
Laura Wingfield

Winners:

First Place: Frankie Garcia
Second: Meghann Hansen
Third: Brady Doughtery.

We are very proud of all par-
ticipants and their efforts.
Frankie will represent Holy
Cross at the Regional Level
Bee on March 14, 2009 at
Paul Lawrence Dunbar Middle
School Auditorium. Meghann
will be the alternate.




Student Affairs

PTO News

Even though Holy Cross pro-
vides an environment that
strongly discourages drug and
alcohol use, it is still good for
all of us to be reminded that
our children, like children of
any other school, could be ex-
posed to difficult decisions
when not on our campus. With
this in mind, | want to share
some important information.

The single greatest factor in
preventing teen substance
abuse is the parent. Setting
aside time to learn more, to
talk and listen to our teens
may be some of the most valu-
able moments you can spend
as a parent. Though students
at Holy Cross are less likely to
encounter the problem, we
simply cannot afford to as-
sume it will not happen here.

All parents of teens and pre-
teens are encouraged to visit
www.theantidrug.com. This
site provides parents with a
number of practical ways to
maximize their role in helping
our students make healthy
choices. The site includes

College Bound Update

Amanda Thacker has been
accepted at Sweet Briar Col-
lege and has been awarded
the Commonwealth Scholar-
ship in recognition of her aca-
demic record and extra-
curricular involvement in her
school and community. Con-
gratulations to Amanda!

valuable information about
signs of substance abuse,
how to better monitor and set
rules, tips on talking to teens
and keeping open lines of
communication, and other
related links. Another valu-
able resource is
www.drugabuse.gov.

The school is also pleased to
announce that guest speaker
Sarah Panzau will be here on
Monday, March 9, 1:40 pm, to
present Living Proof to MS
and HS students. This power-
ful presentation, sponsored
by L.E. Lichford, Inc., is about
making smart choices and the
problems of underage drink-
ing and driving. Parents are
invited to attend and use this
presentation as a springboard
for discussion.

| hope each of you will pre-
pare yourself now and plan to
have that straight and honest
talk with your teen. It's not too
early, or too late, to begin.

God bless,

Doug Washington

Director of Student Affairs
(434) 847-5436
washington_d@hcrs-va.org

Mark your Calendars
Casino Night in Mardi Gras
Style ....March 28, 2009.

Tickets will be available soon. We

will have cash bars, Hor D'orvres,

stage prizes, door prizes and a

lot of fun. Come join us and have

a great time with great people.

Spring Yard Sale: May 9, 2009
Any family that wants to do their

own tables and give a percentage

to the school may do so, or you
may just donate items and our

volunteers with handle them with
all proceeds to the school. This is

a great way for everyone to bene-

fit. Please email me at

vikki@centralva.net if you want to
volunteer to help, donate items or

have your own tables. We need
everyone to pitch in and what a
perfect ti me.

Fall Festival or Carnival:
September ??? 2009

We are bringing it back....anyone

interested in helping me to put
together the items needed to

have a carnival or help me make

some of these props from ply

board or styrofoam, please let me
know. We will be working on this
throughout the summer if needed

to be sure we have everything
ready before school starts.
Please email me at

vikki@centralva.net if you want to

be a part of this. Thanks

Vikki Sterne
PTO President

Mark your calendar!

Joe Cor bi

0s

Del i

very Fe

Summer camps and day-
care at Holy Cross School!
Stay tuned for information.
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Some News, Notes and Reflections from John P.

Joneseé

My Dear Holy Cross School
Family:

It is January 22, 2009, and
now nearly 11:00 p.m. |
have just returned from
Washington, D.C. after hav-
ing spent the day with
twenty of our high school
students and nearly 400,000
others from around the
world as we joined in prayer
for the annual March for Life
celebration. | thought it best
to write my reflections now.

This is my 5™ or 6™ trip to
Washington to participate in
this march for the celebra-
tion and dignity of life. | must
say it was as impacting for
me as my very first march. |
am always amazed at how
so many people can gather
to peacefully and prayerfully
express their feelings and
concerns about the dignity
of life. It is also a rewarding
experience for me to be with
our high school students
and to march with them. In
fact, it is an honor for me
and | continue to marvel and
thank God for their willing-
ness to stand up for the un-
born as well as their recog-
nition of all human life as a
gift from God.

January has always been
designated as respect life
month. For us at Holy Cross
School, it is an ongoing
learning experience to value
life as we recognize the dig-

nity and worth of every stu-
dent. God created each
one of us in His image and
likeness. God shows no
partiality or favoritism. In
fact, in his eyes we are all
the same. We must con-
tinue both at school and at
home to teach and model
for our students the impor-
tance of accepting others
as they are.

As our children grow and
mature, they most often
associate with those who
most resemble their own
beliefs and likes. Like all
human beings, they form
close bonds with some
while knowing others. It
remains a priority for us as
a Catholic/Christian school
to help our children with
this learning and growing
process, in that regardless
of whom they form their
friendships with, God calls
them to be friendly with all.
By friendly, | mean that
they recognize the dignity
of every student as a gift
from God. The best way to
teach our children to love
God is to teach them to
love their neighbor! | be-
lieve this is one of the rea-
sons you send your chil-
dren to Holy Cross School.
| also know that tolerance,
respect and concern for
others are not guaranteed
because of ou
name. Rather, our name,
Holy Cross, compels us to

always teach and model the
gospel message of love and
respect as part of our mis-
sion and philosophy. For us
it is an ongoing learning ex-
perience.

Soé |l et us to
tinue to encourage our chil-
dren and one another to be
mindful of the dignity of our
neighbor and the worthiness
of all life. Jesus reminds us
of the two great command-
ments to ALov
God with all our heart, with
all our soul and with all our

mi ndé and to
neighbor as o
al so tells wus

ever you do for the least of
my brethren,

Our prayer must be that our
children come to know Je-
sus Christ in a personal way
so that they might walk with
him each day as they share
their lives with him and in so
doing recognize that Jesus
Christ is within every person
they meet, including them-
selves!

God Bless You,
John P. Jones

get he
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Croggette Deadlines

Friday, March 20th
Friday, May 1%
Friday, June 11"
school 6s
Judy Steigerwald
ooohmom@msn.com (the letter

0 not zero)




4th Grade Honor Roll

Al l Ab6s Abs and Bo&s
Grace Campbell ~ Avery Combs
Mary Key Glenn Trent
Brooke Manion Sydney Walker
Kati e OONeil
Ben Shoen
Al | Abs Head of School
7" Grade 9" Grade

Joe Bruzek
Tom Bruzek Zach Keaton
John Schubert Claire Wittman
8" Grade
Lizzie Main 10" Grade
Marissa Parker- William Loftus
Pond

11™ Grade

Karen Butler

Katy Long

Kristin Mignogna

Chris Roy

12™ Grade

Mary King

Taylor Thomas

A shout out to the following Middle School
Students for Academic Achievements dur-
ing Second Quarter:

6" Grade Literature:
Scholastic Achievement: Frankie Garcia
Most Improved: Maleah Manion

6" Grade Religion:
Scholastic Achievement: Maleah Manion
Most Improved: CeCe Murphey

6" Grade Math:
Scholastic Achievement: James Schubert
Most Improved: Brady Updike

6" Grade Science:
Scholastic Achievement: Frankie Garcia
Most Improved: Brady Updike

7" Grade Science:
Scholastic Achievement: Thomas Schubert
Most Improved: Leigh Ann Murdock

8" Grade Science:
Scholastic Achievement: Lizzie Main

Adbs and
6" Grade
Colin Baker
Frankie Garcia
Dianna Lee
David Loftus
Maleah Manion
Scott Swisher

7" Grade
Anne David
Mary David
Brady Dougherty
Jessica Keaton
Jacob Laurent
Kate Lemley
Leigh Ann Murdock
Aiden Swienton
Sam Winters
Joshua Wooddell

8" Grade
Tiffani Anderson
Sean Warner
Jessica Winters

B6s Princiopal
9" Grade

Adam Jack

Aaron Kovalesky

Nolan Mann

Shawn Simmons
Stephen St. Angelo
James Wilmouth

10" Grade
Ches Bono
Hannah Faidley
Mitch Bennett
Robert Kluba
Natalie Pruitt
Jeanene Rice
Cary Roy
Kenny Sterne

11" Grade

Emily Hickey

Will Hickey

Peyton Howard
Carrie Kuhn

Sabina Montgomery
Nasia Olinger

Nina Rezai

Sandy Serio
Brittany Sleeper
Elizabeth St. Angelo

12" Grade

Alex Kovalesky
Amanda Thacker
Samantha Thacker

Ho n



From the Library/Media Center

Accelerated
Reader

Accelerated Reading
Program

All middle and high school stu-
dents are invited and encour-
aged to participate in our Accel-
erated Reader program.
(Students read a book off of the
AR list and take a comprehen-
sion quiz, and earn points.)
Those who read an approved AR
book and pass the quiz by the
end of the 3™ quarter, March
20", will earn a free dress day on
Tues, March 24", The AR list for
Holy Cross School has over
1000 book titles on it. THE
COMPLETE AR LIST IS NOW
ON THE HC WEBSITE!! (look
under HAResources
then AR list.) Students may
check out a book from either li-

brary/media center and take
the quiz in the elementary li-
brary. Contact Mrs. Main if you
have any questions.

main_h@hcrs-va.org 847-
5436 x 110

Scholastic Book Fair i
March 13 - 18"

Holy Cross will once again
host the Scholastic Spring
Book Fair, an event that allows
students to shop for books,
and Holy Cross to make a
profit. Just in time for Easter,
this fair will run from Friday,
March 13" through Wednes-
day, March 18", and will in-
clude shopping opportunities
for par nr%]s. Please,cqontact |
Rirs. M ifeygu cah ecfpcatS 0.
the fair, or can send in refresh-
ments for family events.

Sylvan Learning Center
Reading Incentive

Students in grades 1-5 are par-
ticipating in the annual reading
incentive sponsored by Sylvan
Learning Center during the
month of February. Students
are keeping track of minutes
and books read between now
and March 1% and participants
will be rewarded with a free
dress day the week of March
2" (TBA). Prizes will be
awarded by Sylvan to top read-
ers in each class, as well as
one lucky winner of a bicycle.

Students must turn in their
reading logs by Monday,
March 2™1!' PK and Kindergar-
ten will join us in the free dress
day and celebration of Dr.
Seussods
America Day.

Elementary News

Third grade

Holy Cross third graders are study-
ing economics and how appropri-
ate at this time! Students are learn-
ing about making choices, earning
and saving, and how businesses
affect our communities. We take a
field trip to Bikes Unlimited (Thank
you, Doug Main!) and the students
ask prepared questions about run-
ning a business. Then we travel to
McDonalds where students are
only allowed to spend $5 and they
must decide what they can get.
Some of the responses | have
heard from children are "l didn't
know how much my parents had to
spend" and "I'm going to start sav-
ing my money". It is never too early
to learn about money!

Fourth Grade Visits
General Assembly

On February 3 our 4th
grade class traveled to
Richmond to tour our State
Capitol, the Governor's
Mansion, and the Virginia
Supreme Court building.
We had a wonderful trip
and learned many things
about our Virginia state
government. Our Holy
Cross group was recog-
nized on the floor by Dele-
gate Shannon Valentine,
and we watched some of
the law-making activity in

the House of Delegates. We
want to thank Delegate Val-
entine and her office for
making this trip possible, as
well as all the parents who
accompanied us on the trip.

Soup Drive

The Elementary Student
Government sponsored a
very successful Soup Drive
during Catholic Schools
Week. We delivered 206
cans of soup to Bedford
Christian Ministries. Thanks
to all who contributed to this
worthy cause.

birthday/ Re



The Way of the Cross

Middle School News

AThe pious exercise
Cross represents the sorrowful journey
that Christ made with the cross on His
shoulders, to die on Calvary for the love
of us. We should, therefore, practice this
devotion with the greatest possible fervor,
placing ourselves beside our savior as He
walked this sorrowful way, uniting our
tears with His, and offering to Him both
our compassion and
St. Alphonsus Liguori, 1761

The widespread devotion to the Way of
the Cross, followed in different ways and
called by many names i the Stations of
the Cross, Via Dolorosa, or Via Crucis T

is a spiritual pilgrimage. Typically, in mod-
ern practice figures or plaques depicting
the steps along the
sion, the stations, are permanently fixed
in or just outside of a church. However,
plaques or pictures are not required to
practice the devotion. The faithful medi-
tate and pray upon each of these signifi-
cant scenes from Ch
ing physically from plaque to plaque is
common but not necessary.

An Ancient Christian Devotion

The devotion of the Way of the Cross is
one the oldest Catholic devotions. As
demonstrated through early tradition, as
well as visions received by mystics such
as Blessed Anne Catherine Emmerich,
the earliest Christians i even the Blessed
Virgin i visited the scenes and followed
the path of Christéo
From the time of Constantine, the Via
Dolorosa of Jerusalem became a popular
pilgrimage destination for pious Chris-
tians, and in time, those who were unable
to travel to the actual sites began to prac-
tice the devotion in various ways without
traveling to Jerusalem. There were many
manners of practicing, both in pilgrimage
and from afar, and for some time the
number of stations varied from 7 to 14. In
the 17" century, plaques and pictures
representing the stops along the Way of
the Cross became popular in churches; in
1731 the number of stations was officially
fixed at 14 by Pope Clement XII.
After St. Franci sods
Land in the early 13" century, and his
observing Christians following the Way of
the Cross there, the devotion was spread
across Europe by the saint and his friars.

of the Way of
Although basketball is wind-

ing down, February is a busy

month for middle school:

The Holy Cross Annual 5" - 8"
Grade Spelling Bee was held.
First Place went to Frankie

o @arciagSeeond Rlagel e . o
Meghann Hansen and Third
Place Brady Dougherty.
Frankie will represent Holy
Cross on March 14" at the Re-
gional Spelling Bee at Paul
Lawrence Dunbar Middle
School Auditorium. Meghann

Wilkhe fhe glternate, ¢ st o

February 20" Middle School
will try their skill at bowling
from 2:00-4:30 at AMF and the
Middle School Girls Basketball
I teant willSraVB1ac>Ghartte;
NC for an All Catholic Tourna-
ment.

Tuesday, February 24" at 6:30
PM students and parents in

grade 5" -8" grade are invited
to an informative meeting
about transi
Holy Cross. O

S ngﬁessgaﬁl, ?—’é‘bruary 25 at
10:15, 7™ grade will prepare
the Ash Wednesday Prayer
Service. Parents and guests
are invited to attend the cele-
bration with us.

ti
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Friday, February 27" is the
Middle School Social. Stay
tuned for flyers concerning the
service opportunity and permis-
sion form.

Looking Ahead:
March 5" Science Fair for
8" Grade
March 27,the 7, 8, 9
grades will travel to
Washington, DC
March 30 i April 3 Terra
Nova Testing - Please

p a@Vv0id scheduling time
away from
@) school, help
dents get plenty
of rest and eat a
o well-balanced
breakfast.
off to Washington, DC
and Baltimore with Mr.
Mitchell permission
forms went home last

make sure stu-
May 8", the 8" grade is
week

Reminders and Updates
Abstract 2/20

Written Report  2/25

Oral Presentations 2/24
3/4 Set Up 7:00-8:00
3/5 Science Fair Day

3/5 Science Fair Awards Ceremony @
7:00pm
Notebook Check #3 3/6

he Holy




Sports Notes

*Denotes Conference Game
Dates and times are subject to change.

2009 Boys Varsity Basketball Schedule

2/24  VIC Tourn. TBA
2/26  VIC Tourn. TBA
2/28  VIC Tourn. @LU TBA

*Denotes Conference Game

2009 Varsity Tennis

3/19 LCA 5:00 A

3/24 N. Cross H 4:30

42 LCA H 4:30
4/4 BRC A 10:00 E.
Menn Singles

4/8 VES A 4:30
4/22 Carlisle A 4:00
4/28 E. Menn H 4:30
4/29 VES H 4:30

JV Boys Basketball Schedule

2009 Girls Varsity Basketball Schedule

2009 Varsity Softball

3/12 Jefferson Forest A 6:00
3/16 William Campbell A 5:00

3/19 Westover H 4:00 DH
2/5 innings

3/25 Roanoke Cath H 4:30
3/26 LCA A 4:30
3/30 Faith H 4:30

4/3 Roanoke Cath A 4:30

4/4 Lord Bout Tourn A TBA 4
games

4/7 LCA H 4:30
4/20 William Campbell H 5:00

4/23 Carlisle A 4:00 DH
4/30 E. Menn H 4:00 DH
5/2  Greenbrier H 12:00

5/2  JF VS. Greenbrier H 2:00
5/2 HC VS.JF H 4:00
5/5 BRC @ higher seed
5/7 BRC @ higher seed
5/9 BRC @ higher seed

2/24  BRC Tourn. @ Higher Seed
2/26 VIC Tourn. @ Hi Seed | 2/26  BRC Tourn. @ Higher Seed
2/28  VIC Tourn. @ LU 2/28  BRC Tourn. @ LU
2009 Varsity Baseball 2009 Varsity Golf
3/14 Westover A 2:00 & 4:00 DH 3/19 LCA A 4:00 Colonial

3/18 Hargrave H 4:30
3/19 LCA A 4:30
3/24 N. Cross H 4:30

3/26 VES H 4:00
3/27 Fishburne A 4:00
3/30 Faith A 4:30

3/31 Blue Ridge H 4:00
4/2  Carlisle A 4:30
4/6 Covenant A 5:00
4/9 Miller A 4:00
4/21 Faith H 4:30
4/23 Roanoke Cath H 4:30
4/30 E. Menn A 4:30
5/5 VIC top 8

5/7 VIC Semi

5/9 VIC Final

5/12 States Top 8

5/15 States Semi

5/17 States Final

3/23 Timberlake

3/24 Westover H 4:00
3/26 Roanoke Cath H 4:00
3/30 Carlisle H 4:00
4/1 Hargrave A 4:00
4/2 E. Menn H 4:00
4/6 VES A 4:00 Ivy
4/7 LCA Timberlake H 4:00
4/21 Roanoke Cath A 4:00
4/22 Carlisle A 4:00
4/23 Miller H 4:00

4/27 VIC Tourn

A 4:00 Poplar



